
Summer Assignment 
English 12A 
 
Writing:    Journal 
 
Keep a journal.  This is not supposed to be a reading journal, but a personal journal.  All of us 
encounter experiences that mesh nicely with who we are, or, alternatively, experiences that will 
cause us conflict or feel like impositions.  Since I don’t know much about your lives, I can’t say 
with any certainty which of these angles will come most readily to you.  As best as you’re able, 
describe both types of events as they occur over the summer, reflecting upon your thoughts and 
feelings about them.  Depict the characters involved, while studying yourself and your responses. 
Probably most of these moments melt into the Never-Never Land of memory.  If they’re strong 
enough, we can recall them; if we write them, we stand an even better chance of remembering.   
 
Over the course of the summer, compose eight entries about your encounters with life.  While 
your life might be perfect and rarely have any impositions placed upon it, find at least one 
somewhere, somehow, and write about it; and if your life consists of nothing but impositions 
(including this!), find something positive to write about. 
 
Finally, among the eight, I would like you to include one journal entry that responds to the 
summer reading, which I briefly describe below.  It is a ten part section from a longer poem titled 
“An Essay on Man” by one of the more famous writers from the Enlightenment (late 1600s to 
early 1800s), Alexander Pope.  The particular response that I’m looking for should focus on the 
tenth section of Epistle One, which concludes with the statement “Whatever is, is right.”  Discuss 
what you think of Pope’s viewpoint here, and whether you find reason within your life to agree 
or disagree with him. 
 
A brief word about journals:  To write well a person must write, and write often, carrying on a 
conversation with him- or herself.  It is a process of personal acquaintance, and one that if driven 
by honesty becomes an exploration also of reality.    
 
Another note:  Write your journal by hand on notebook paper, spending at least twenty minutes 
per entry.  Date them, please.  All this is due on Wednesday, Sept. 7. 
 
Reading:  “An Essay on Man” by Alexander Pope (first Epistle) 
 
 https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/44899/an-essay-on-man-epistle-i 
 
This “essay” is actually a long poem broken into what Pope labels “Epistles,” or letters, since he 
presents the poem as a letter to a friend of his.  While it’s published during the Enlightenment, in 
some ways it doesn’t fit the general direction of that period – one that recognizes reason to be of 
paramount importance and champions the scientific method, and also somewhat distrusts poetry.  
However, reason (as well as Pope’s own place in society) directs Pope’s argument.  We’ll talk 
about that later.  For now, try to absorb what he says by reading through Epistle One.  Because 
written in “heroic couplets,” its meaning will slip past you, so I’d recommend reading the poem 
twice.  Then, as mentioned above, respond to the poem’s concluding section in your journal. 


